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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on 5/24/06. No claims have 
been amended, added, or canceled. Accordingly, claims 1-7, 9-16, and 18-22 are 
pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation 
regarding the selecting from the video streams... . It is unclear whether the data is 
received from the participants' one video stream or participants, one video stream 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-7, 9-16, and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sandvoss et al (USPN 5745380) further in view of Hayes-Roth 
(USPN 6031549). 

As to claim 1 , Sandvoss teaches a computer readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for a bridge server in a multimedia conference to select one 
video stream from video streams of multiple participants of the multimedia conference 
for forwarding to a client, the steps comprising: 

Receiving simultaneously multimedia conferencing data from the multiple 
participants, the multimedia conference data including a video stream from each of the 
participants (col 2, line s40-65) monitoring participant events of the multimedia 
conference (abstract; col 2, lines 52-65; col 5, lines 56-67) periodically computing a 
weight for each of the participants based on the activity state variable of said each 
participant (col 3, lines 1-13) identifying a participant having a highest weight among the 
participants (col 3, lines 1-13) and selecting from the video streams in the multimedia 
conferencing data received from the participants, one video stream corresponding to the 
identified participant having the highest weight for viewing by the client (abstract; col 3, 
lines 10-13) 

However, Sandvoss does not explicitly indicate providing a participant state table 
indicating an activity state variable for each participant. 

Hayes-Roth teaches providing a participant state table indicating an activity state 
variable for each participant (Fig37, col 23, lines 50-65). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teachings of 
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Hayes-Roth into those of Sandvoss to make the system better organized. The system 
will execute more efficiently if all the data were to be gathered into one data structure 
rather than multiple ones. 

As to claims 2 and 3, Sandvoss teaches wherein the multiple participants are 
connected to the bridge server through a multicast network and performing the step of 
transmitting to the client an audio stream containing a mixture of audio signals from the 
multiple participants of the network conference (col 2, lines 52 to col 3, line 13) 

As to claims 4 and 5, Sandvoss teaches wherein the step of computing the 
weight includes determining whether said each participant is currently being shown to a 
client and determining a length of time form which said each participant has been 
shown to the client if said each participant is currently being shown (col 5, lines 56-67) 

As to claim 6, Sandvoss teaches wherein the step of computing the wight 
includes determining whether said each participant is talking (col 5, lines 56-67) 

As to claim 7, Sandvoss teaches wherein the step of computing the weight 
includes determining a length of time for which said each participant has not been 
shown to the client (col 6, lines 10-12). 

As to claim 9, Sandvoss teaches wherein the multimedia streams include a 
combined video stream containing multiple substreams corresponding to one fo the 
multiple participants and wherein the receiving comprises demuxing the combined video 
stream into a plurality of individual streams (Figs 3-5; col 2, line 40 to col 3, line 13) 

Claims 10-16, 18, and 21-22 contain no further limitations above the rejected 
claims 1-7, and 9. Therefore, they are rejected under similar rationale. 
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As to claims 19 and 20, Sandvoss teaches the activity state tables comprising at 
least one of an indicator the participant is talking and the state tables include at least the 
weight and the participant events includes when a participant stopped sending audio 
(col 5, lines 56 to col 6, lines 12). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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